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Head of Marshall School integrates online learning into curriculum
Having worked in the education field for 19 years and taught at schools in Cyrus, Brazil, and London, Duluth resident and head of Marshall School Michael Ehrhardt joined the Virtual
High School (VHS) board of directors to make more online classes available to students and to boost students’ technological background before they begin college.

By: Julie Krienke, Duluth Budgeteer News

Having worked in the education field for 19 years and taught at schools in Cyrus, Brazil, and London, Duluth resident and head of Marshall School Michael
Ehrhardt joined the Virtual High School (VHS) board of directors to make more online classes available to students and to boost students’ technological
background before they begin college.

“Minnesota has always had a reputation for having strong education,” Ehrhardt said. “Nowadays, technology is fundamental for the success of education to
move forward. It will give our students a significant advantage when they go to college.”

It was nearly 10 years ago, while Ehrhardt was working at a school in Brazil, that he became involved with VHS, playing a primary role in the organization’s
global development. At the time, VHS was not an individual organization, and it was funded by the U.S. Department of Education.

“In Brazil, we were looking for our students to expand their technological skills,” Ehrhardt said. “At this time, virtual education courses were still new.”

Along with the school’s technological coordinator, Ehrhardt flew to the United States to meet with the leaders of VHS. Out of the meeting came a long-term
relationship, and the organization became global.

After teaching at independent schools in Brazil and Cyrus and serving as both assistant head of school and middle school principal at the American School in
London, Ehrhardt was appointed head of Marshall School in Duluth the summer of 2010. At that point, Ehrhardt decided to incorporate online courses into
the curriculum at Marshall School.

“The opportunity to increase students’ technological skills really sparked our interest,” Ehrhardt said. “As a college preparatory school, we need to prepare
students for online classes that they will experience in college.”

For this reason, Ehrhardt helped get the first VHS program in Minnesota up and rolling at Marshall School. This program is different than classes offered by
Minnesota’s charter schools, as only enrolled students at Marshall School can take the online courses.

“The online courses are a supplement to the regular programs that we offer,” Ehrhardt said. “The power of technology and the power of these courses is to
enhance an already rigorous program.”

Marshall School’s VHS program offers a variety of electives that do not fit into the core coursework. Ehrhardt said there are 140 online course opportunities
that allow students to follow a particular interest and collaborate with other students around the world.

Because he has been so involved in VHS over the years, Ehrhardt was recently made a member of the organization’s board of directors. The national board
is made up of individuals with educational or technological backgrounds, who help oversee the program’s progress.

“Our members are chosen using a variety of criteria,” said Carol Arnold, spokesperson for VHS. “We look to people who we have worked with in the industry,
those who share a likeminded vision and overall industry thought.”

Ehrhardt’s many years in the educational field and his own personal education may have helped him in being chosen for this prestigious position.

“Dr. Ehrhardt has a vision for Marshall School to do whatever we possibly can so our students can meet their potential,” said Miriam O’Brien, an educator at
Marshall School who has taught a VHS course. “He has been involved with VHS, and I think it is wonderful that he has now been elected to serve on the
board.”

Originally from Lakeville, Ehrhardt earned a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from St. Olaf College, a master’s degree in journalism from Columbia University,
and a master’s degree in educational administration from the University of Massachusetts-Lowell. He also has a doctorate of educational administration from
the University of Minnesota.

Ehrhardt and his wife Krista, who also teaches at Marshall School, now live in Duluth with their two children.

“Our family has lived a little bit of a different lifestyle,” Ehrhardt said. “Travel is a big part of what we have done as a family, and coming to Minnesota was, in
many ways, to provide the same kind of cultural experiences for the kids.”

Ehrhardt looks forward to joining the VHS board and leading Marshall School in integrating online courses into the curriculum.

“When you get a chance to work with high-quality officials, it’s a great opportunity to learn new things and get new ideas,” Ehrhardt said. “It’s a great learning
experience.”
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